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Well done to Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 5 classes that achieved our 95%
target
This week our overall attendance was
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us
achieve our target
Class
Attendance

Reception
95%

Year 1
95%

Year 2A
95%

Year 2B
96%

Year 3
96%

Year 4
93%

Year 5
95%

Year 6
93%

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for
all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day.
Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners
Our last week of the Advent Term is fast approaching and the children are extremely excited as they have shown in this
week’s Christmas Parties. The children have been a real credit to themselves and I am sure they have been keeping their
advent promises, displayed in this week’s Advent Mass. Fr Donnelly led our service and talked about the importance of
preparing for Christ's arrival in the way would prepare for royalty - the children really enjoyed the mass and read and sang
beautifully. A special thanks also to the alter servers and Miss Walker for arranging the mass and practising with the children.
Thank you to all the parents, parishioners and grandparents for supporting the Mass.
Next week, I look forward to welcoming you all to our Christmas play performance from Reception and Little Hearts. This year
the early years will perform a nativity based play in a one off performance in Sacred Heart Church on Monday afternoon. Our
youngest children have worked incredibly hard this year to make the performances are as enjoyable as possible. Many thanks
again to all who have registered for free tickets. We will be having a small collection for any donations to Sacred Heart Church
to pay for heating and lighting costs is greatly appreciated by the parish. Year 1 and Year 6 will be involved in a short
Christingle service in church on Wednesday at 2.15pm. The church is open from 2pm and there will plenty of standing room at
the back of the church for those without seats. This is not a performance and the children will not be facing parents as in
previous years.
For the enjoyment of everyone could I ask that guests are sensitive and ensure noise levels are kept to a minimum to ensure
the children can be heard. We would appreciate if parents could listen to the music on arrival and respect the fact that we are
in church. Push chairs cannot be accommodated in the church at such a busy time due to health and safety reasons and will
have to be stored outside if brought on the premises. Please let us know in advance of any special needs, e.g. wheelchair
users. Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off as we have a large number of children that cannot be
photographed for safeguarding reasons. Under no circumstances must photographs be placed on Facebook or other
social media sites.
Thank you to all parents for helping prepare the children with lines and songs at home. Our thanks also goes to Fr Donnelly,
the church florists and cleaners for allowing us to use such a special venue.
This week we congratulate Mr Woods and our school Lego team after their brilliant performance at Gateshead College Nissan
Office.
Next week there will be no after school clubs, we will only operate Golf Club on Monday morning, Breakfast club and Heart
Zone. Don’t forget Heartzone has their annual shopping night extravaganza for parents needing child care at only £5.00 per
child for all night!
Finally, can I again thank all our brilliant Friends for organising last Friday's Christmas Market which was so well organised. It
was a lovely afternoon and the feedback from parents has been brilliant. Just a final reminder that our Christingle service
starts promptly at 2.15 pm and any donations for the running of the church is most welcome on the day. We have plenty of
standing room at the back of the church and in the choir loft for those without seats. Our final day of the term is Thursday 19th
December with normal collection times being adhered to.

NEWS
Get well soon: We would all like to say a special get well soon to Jacob R who has been very poorly this week. We have
missed you lots and all the staff and children at Sacred Heart have said a prayer to wish you a swift recovery. Get well soon
Jacob!

Pantomime Reminder: If you have not yet paid for your child(ren) to attend the pantomime on Wednesday it is not too late to
do so via ParentPay.
Christingle Carol Service: Just a reminder that this year's end of term Christingle Carol Service (Year 1 to Year 6 only) will
take place on Wednesday 18th December at 2.15pm. Doors will open at 2.00pm and staff will usher parents to seats in the
church - please note that there will be no allocated seats or a seating plan this year, so we would appreciate if you would fill
from the front of the church. Please let us know in advance of any special needs, e.g. wheelchair users. Prams/Buggies
cannot be accommodated in church in any capacity for health and safety reasons. We will also have standing areas to the
back of the church and in the church choir loft.
This is a religious service and for that reason, children will not be facing the congregation. The service will take approximately
30 minutes with a number of readings and will start promptly at 2.15pm and parents will not be able to access seating areas
after this time. Following the service, children will make their way back to school before being dismissed into the yard at the
normal time. The service itself is free of charge but any donations made towards the running costs of our church will be greatly
appreciated by the parish. There will be buckets at the back of the church for people to donate.
Christmas Parties: The children can wear non-uniform/party clothes for the day of their party. Have a
look in the date’s section for the children’s parties. Thank you to our kitchen staff for providing help
and party food! Please remember the weather is cold - we suggest that children, girls especially with
dresses and light shoes, may want to bring warmer clothes to play outside in and then get changed
into their outfit for the party.
SOS: The Mini-Vinnies are sending out an SOS for parents and
children to donate tins and dry food for a food bank. If you could
spare a few items, please could they be sent into school where they
will be sorted by the Mini-Vinnies. Please could you also include
your child’s name and class on the food tins as dojo points will be
rewarded to children who bring anything in. Just a small donation
from each family could provide lots of food for those people in need.
Many thanks, the Mini-Vinnies.

Reception Admissions 2020
Don’t forget that the closing date for applications for Reception 2020 Intake
admissions is 15th January 2020. If you have not yet sent your application off
please ensure you do so as soon as possible.

Year 5: The children really enjoyed their creative lesson this week as they created some clay models of the Sphinx. The
children shaped their pieces of clay and then used water to mould the pieces together. Following this, they used different tools
(rulers, pencils etc.) to score the clay and create some detail. The children worked really well and produced some fantastic
models. Well done!

Year 1: A huge well done to one of our Year 1
girls, who has achieved her first rosette in her
ballet lessons this week. A fantastic achievement
well done!
Year 3: Paddy the Panda, Year 3's Numeracy
mascot, was very lucky to go with one of the
children from the class to watch Kid Normal and
the Shadow Machine and to meet Gregg James
and Chris Smith this week. What a fantastic
adventure!

Year 3: As part of our Creative unit, the Year 3 children erupted their papier mache
volcanoes that they have been working on over the last couple of weeks. In light of
the recent events in New Zealand, before the lesson began the children
remembered the people who have died or have been severely injured in the recent
volcanic eruption. We said a prayer to think of those affected along with their
families to pay our respects. This lesson has helped us to fully understand how
dangerous volcanoes really are. The children took their papier mache volcanoes
home and the fun continued with lots of children experimenting with their volcanoes
at home using bicarbonate of soda, white vinegar and red food colouring. Great
work, Year 3!

Thank you: A huge thank you to our wonderful Year 3 parents and children who have very
kindly split their usual collection for Miss Walker and Mrs Robinson-Crow and have donated
money to Metro Radio's 'Mission Christmas'. This charity makes sure that disadvantaged
children in our local area have a present to open on Christmas Day. Mrs Kay and Mrs
Halliday also got in touch with Steve and Karen on Metro Radio and shared this wonderful
news. Sacred Heart, Miss Walker and the Year 3 children also got a fantastic shout out! An
amazing gesture which Miss Walker and Mrs Robinson-Crow are hugely thankful for.

Year 1 Party: Year 1 had a fabulous time at their Christmas party on Wednesday. We played lots of party games, busted
some spectacular dance moves and then tucked into a yummy tea. Merry Christmas from all us in Year 1!

Little Hearts: We have been talking a lot about Christmas and all of the fun things we have happening next week - the
nativity, party, and panto!! Some children have been looking through catalogues for ideas for their Christmas list - mermaids,
Frozen and super heroes seem to be the favourites

Brave Superstar: We would like to give a
special mention to Dylan in Year 2 who has
shown some super bravery this week!
Dojo Treats: Some girls from year 4 and 5
have been working hard earning and saving
their dojo’s to have lunch with the teachers.
Well done!

Lego League Challenge: Ten Year 5 children had a great day on Thursday as they competed
in the Lego League Challenge at Gateshead College Skills Academy in Sunderland. The Year 5
children have been attending Lego club this year where they have been working together to
complete several tasks. The children came up with an innovation project where they identified a
problem in the local community and found a solution for this problem. They created a
presentation about this and presented it to the Lego League judges. They also built and
programmed a bot to complete missions which they had the chance to showcase on the day.
The children were competing against 26 other teams with children's ages ranging from 9 to 16
years old. The children did fantastically and worked really well as a team all day. So much so,
they were given the judges award after they demonstrated their teamwork and empathy to
console a team member. Please check the class blogs/Facebook for photos and a video coming
soon. Well done!

Amazing fun raising: Two of our pupils had the great idea to raise money for a children’s charity so they chose Barnardo’s.
Holly made all the craft and Matthew helped with the cakes. They then had a sale in their garage and raised a fabulous £133
to donate to Barnardo’s. We were thrilled and very thankful to all the generous people!

Year 2: Simply having a wonderful Christmas time! Our Year 2 classes came
together for their Christmas party on Thursday. We played fantastic games
like four corners, musical statues and even flip the kipper. The children had
such a great time, showing some of the best dance moves we’ve ever seen!
Everyone was in good spirits and enjoyed their time together. It was an
afternoon of fun, prizes and festive cheer! Thank you to all the grownups for
their support and the children looked absolutely fabulous!

Year 5 and 6: We had a great time at our Christmas Party today! We danced to some of our favourite songs, had some great
party food and played fun games!

Clubs Spring 2020: We will be continuing our extensive range of after school activities w.c. Monday 6th January. As a first
step, could you look, with your child, at the ‘menu’ of activities. They will then all be available to sign up for via ParentPay at
6pm on Monday 16th December. Your payment receipt will be confirmation that your child has a place.
Please note: After listening to parental feedback, for the clubs that have limited spaces places will be offered to those children
that did not get a chance to sign up during the Autumn term first. If there are spaces left after Wednesday 18th December we
will then offer those places out to the children that took part in the Autumn Term. Netball and Football are a continuation so
please sign up again if you took part this term. All of Y6 are expected to attend the SATS Booster sessions.
MEMOS AND REMINDERS
Parking Notice: Please can parents not park on the corner of the entrance to the school road or the bend at the bottom of the
hill. Parents need to feel safe when crossing the roads with children and not between parked cars. Can I also ask parents not
to park outside of school blocking the road and the entrance to Byermoor Estate. Please can I ask that parents are patient and
considerate when trying to park safely.
Winter Weather Procedures: Our caretaker can only do so much in difficult conditions so please be
extremely careful when walking on paths. Again, we will operate a snowline facility that informs
parents quickly in the event of a closure through the use of Facebook, email and text messaging. If
we are ‘lucky enough’ to see heavy snow this winter, all efforts will be made to keep the school open.
In the (very) unlikely event of closure, an announcement will be made, via Facebook, our email/text
service, on our school website, on local radio stations and on the Gateshead Council website. If the
school is open, please make every effort to parcel your child up in appropriate clothing. We always
like to play out in the snow and each year children do miss out because they do not have appropriate
footwear or a warm enough coat. On a serious note since we all work in a very rural place, in a micro
climate that only God can explain - can I ask you to think about not parking in the yard at the front of
school as it is a recipe for getting stuck when the snow is present - remember we endeavour to
ensure all pedestrian paths are clear but are not responsible for the road and the council do not plough this road. Staff park on
Lobley Hill road and walk the short distance - during snowy times we always ask children to come in at 8.40am rather than get
wet and risk slips and most importantly so the traffic can keep moving. Please don't walk up the hill - this is a serious risk to
oncoming cars and could result in a major accident - please walk up the path alongside the field if you choose to park in the
industrial area.

Weekly Assembly Awards:
Brilliant Manners – Hansel Y3
Mathematician of the Week- Magdalena Y3
Mrs Knox’s Award – Charlie Y2

Writer of the Week – Abigail Y3
Heartzone Hero Award – Lucas Y3, Olivia Y5

Pupils of the Week – Patrick, James, Eddie, Dylan, Rory, Lacey-Mae, Liberty, Fraser, Lucy, Cate, Ella, Jack, India,
Sienna, Joseph, Eve.
Mr Naughton’s Golden Chair Award – Lexi Y6
Little Hearts Award – Millie
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES
Mon 16 Dec: Rec & LH Nativity 2pm

Wed 18 Dec: Christingle Service 2pm

Mon 16 Dec: Year 3 & 4 Xmas Party

Thurs 19 Dec: School Closes for Christmas

Tues 17 Dec: Year 5 to Hancock Museum

Fri 20 Dec: Teacher Training Day

Wed 18 Dec: Reception & Little Hearts Xmas Party

w.c Monday 16th December will be Autumn Menu - WEEK 3
On behalf of Fr Donnelly, staff and governors may I wish you a happy weekend. God Bless. Mr
Naughton

