Sacred Heart Primary School!

19
December
2019

Bulletin
Number 15
Tel: 01207 270396 /

ST THOMAS MORE PARTNERSHIP OF SCHOOLS (07900532)
When we welcome the child, we welcome the family
Email: info@sacredheartgateshead.org /
Website: www.sacredheartgateshead.org

Well done to Reception, Year 1, 2B and 5 classes that achieved our 95% target
This week our overall attendance was
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our target
Class
Attendance

Reception
95%

Year 1
95%

Year 2A
93%

Year 2B
96%

Year 3
92%

Year 4
94%

Year 5
97%

Year 6
93%

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for
all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day.
Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners
2019 is finally coming to an end, in what has been yet another memorable and spectacular term. I am very proud of all our
parents, Friends, hardworking Governors and our staff team who have shown amazing dedication throughout 2019. A special
well done to all our new pupils, especially reception class who have fitted in so well and have in turn shown a great work ethic
and behaved so admirably. With 2020 on the horizon, I am delighted to see our school progress in so many ways over the last
year and I look forward to what the next year will bring to Sacred Heart.
This week, we have seen some fantastic performances from children, staff and pupils. Everyone has begun to understandably
shown signs of tiredness in what has been an entirely busy term – many of whom have colds, coughs and all sorts of nasty
germs that seem to have been as potent as ever this year. However, the forthcoming holiday should provide a rest and a
chance to get ready for 2020.
The Christmas nativity play for reception and Little Hearts combined with our end of term Christingle Service were attended
over the two days, with 500 parents and grandparents able to attend and enjoy children’s performances for free. Many thanks
to all who gave so generously donations to Sacred Heart Church. Fr Donnelly will receive this collection at the weekend. The
children performances in both the plays and the service were fantastic and I cannot thank parents enough for supporting the
school with helping children learn lines and carols. A huge thank you to all the staff team, with a special thanks to Miss
Watson, Mrs McCarron, Miss Cook, Mrs Gritton, and Mrs Manning for coordinating this year’s production and service. Many
thanks also to Fr Donnelly and the parishioners for letting us use the church, to Mr Dixon for all of his help and hard work and
to Miss Cook for all of her hard work with the graphics, photography and editing. I also have to mention Trudy, Olivia,
Margaret, Pam and Miss Shield for our wonderful church flowers and for decorating the church so beautifully. A special thank
you also goes to St Thomas More Drama department for the staging and Paul Stephenson, Matt Hulse and Derek Hopper for
all the help with logistics between both schools.
Today’s Gold Book Assembly was also extra special, with some great fun moments throughout including special footage of
our naughty elves. This year we had a just a bit more room in the hall - I hope parents understand this approach going
forward. Congratulations to all the award winners this term. Thank you also to Friends for again for helping and providing
prizes this term especially the Dojo Shop. We all appreciate the dedication you’ve all put in to making the children have a
memorable term.
A special welcome back from maternity leave to Miss Scott this week who will be working in Miss Watson's and Miss Hudson's
class. Congratulations also to our new apprentices Miss Cummings and Miss Knox for completing your first term at Sacred
Heart School.
Finally, I do hope you enjoy the holiday and I look forward to seeing you all back on 6thJanuary 2020.

NEWS
Christmas Parties: Year 3 and Year 4 had a lot of fun during their party day on Monday. The children were involved with
many games such as musical statues, best dancer competition, flip the kipper and corners. The children then had a lovely
buffet which they thoroughly enjoyed with their friends. They were all very well behaved and truly got into the festive spirit!

Year 3: We got into the festive spirit on Tuesday afternoon by making yummy mince pies! We started off by washing our
hands thoroughly and preparing our ingredients. The children worked in groups to work on making the ingredients into a
breadcrumb consistency before kneading the pastry, rolling them into balls and then placing them into our baking trays. We
then scooped lots of sweet mince into our pastry before popping our pastry lids on and brushing the tops with a small amount
of egg. Once they were baked, we sprinkled icing sugar to create the perfect mince pie. The children had so much fun and
learnt the importance of being clean before and during handling food. Year 3 wrapped up their mince pies to take home,
although some were eaten before they even left the school gates! Great work, Year 3.

Hancock Museum: The Year 5 children had a great time on Tuesday as they visited the Hancock Museum in Newcastle.
They had the opportunity to explore the Ancient Egypt exhibit: looking at Ancient Egyptian artefacts and gathering facts about
them. The children also got to work like an Egyptologist and examined different evidence to discover some of the secrets of
mummification. They used original source material and looked at x-rays and CT scans from the two Egyptian mummies in the
museum. This provided a 'real' insight into the journey the mummies have been on and included close-up imagery of an
unwrapped mummy. The children also enjoyed exploring the other parts of the museum and were a credit to the school
throughout the trip with their behaviour. Well done!

Food Bank: Thank you to all the school community who
donated food for our collection in the autumn term. The
Mini Vinnies collected all the food and made a note of the
items donated from each class. The winning class was
Year 4, who received an extra break in the final week of
term. Well done. The Mini Vinnies met Frances who
collects food for Stanley Food Bank. This will make a real
difference to lots of families this Christmas. Thank you
again.

Great Achievement: One of our Year 3 students is taking part in lots of dance shows over the Christmas period. She has
really risen to it and it has been a rewarding experience that has really boosted her confidence. She has now done four of her
eight shows over Christmas and New Year, despite being poorly at times and has really enjoyed it, well done!
Heartzone Disco: We had a great night on Friday at the Heartzone Christmas Disco, we played lots of great party games and
danced to some of our favourite songs. What a great night!

Year 2A: We have been busy elves this morning, making stockings to give as a present to someone special at home. We
have had an amazing time and learnt lots of sewing skills!

MEMOS AND REMINDERS
Heartzone: Can we remind parents that if you do not cancel your child’s Heartzone 24 hours prior to the booking, you will be
charged. Also if any parents need to update or change any bookings in the new term please contact Heartzone as this could
result in a late cancelation charge. Thank you.
Clubs Spring 2020: We will be continuing our extensive range of after school activities w.c. Monday 6th January. As a first
step, could you look, with your child, at the ‘menu’ of activities. They will then all be available to sign up for via ParentPay at
6pm on Monday 16th December. Your payment receipt will be confirmation that your child has a place.
Please note: After listening to parental feedback, for the clubs that have limited spaces places will be offered to those children
that did not get a chance to sign up during the autumn term first. If there are spaces left after Wednesday 18th December we
will then offer those places out to the children that took part in the Autumn Term. Netball and Football are a continuation so
please sign up again if you took part this term. All of Y6 are expected to attend the SATS Booster session
Winter Weather Procedures: Our caretaker can only do so much in difficult conditions so please be extremely careful when
walking on paths. Again, we will operate a snowline facility that informs parents quickly in the event of a closure through the
use of Facebook, email and text messaging. If we are ‘lucky enough’ to see heavy snow this winter, all efforts will be made to
keep the school open. In the (very) unlikely event of closure, an announcement will be made, via Facebook, our email/text
service, on our school website, on local radio stations and on the Gateshead Council website. If the school is open, please
make every effort to parcel your child up in appropriate clothing. We always like to play out in the snow and each year children
do miss out because they do not have appropriate footwear or a warm enough coat. On a serious note since we all work in a
very rural place, in a micro climate that only God can explain - can I ask you to think about not parking in the yard at the front
of school as it is a recipe for getting stuck when the snow is present - remember we endeavour to ensure all pedestrian paths
are clear but are not responsible for the road and the council do not plough this road. Staff park on Lobley Hill road and walk
the short distance - during snowy times we always ask children to come in at 8.40am rather than get wet and risk slips and
most importantly so the traffic can keep moving. Please don't walk up the hill - this is a serious risk to oncoming cars and could
result in a major accident - please walk up the path alongside the field if you choose to park in the industrial area.

Reception Admissions 2020
Don’t forget that the closing date for applications for Reception 2020 Intake admissions is 15 th
January 2020. If you have not yet sent your application off please ensure you do so as soon as
possible.

Heartzone
Can we remind parents that if you do not cancel your child’s Heartzone 24 hours prior to the booking,
you will be charged. Also if any parents need to update or change any bookings in the new term please
contact Heartzone as this could result in a late cancelation charge. Thank you

Weekly Gospel
And the people stood beholding, and the rulers with them derided him, saying: He saved others; let him save himself, if he be
Christ, the elect of God. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, And saying: If thou be the
king of the Jews, save thyself. And there was also a superscription written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew:
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. And one of those robbers who were hanged, blasphemed him, saying: If thou be Christ,
save thyself and us. But the other answering, rebuked him, saying: Neither dost thou fear God, seeing thou art condemned
under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this man hath done no
evil. And he said to Jesus: Lord, remember me when thou shalt come into thy kingdom. And Jesus said to him: Amen I say to
thee, this day thou shalt be with me in paradise.

Weekly Assembly Awards:
Manners of the Term – Harry YR
Mathematician of the Term – Finley Y2A, Lexi Y6
Y6, Iris Y4
Mrs Knox’s Award – Leylan Y4

Writer of the Term – Elysee

Heartzone Hero Award – Oliver Y2B

Pupils of the Term– Jessica, Jacob Lacey Mae, Hansel, Jasmine, Kayla, Sailor
Head Teachers Award – Ted Y4, Matthew Y4, Lucy Y3, Angus Y3
Little Hearts Award – William
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES
Fri 20 Dec: Teacher Training Day

Mon 6 Jan: School Re-opens

w.c Monday 6th January will be Spring Menu - WEEK 1
On behalf of Fr Donnelly, staff and governors may I wish you a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. God Bless.
Mr Naughton

