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Well done to ALL classes that achieved our 95% target
This week our overall attendance was
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our target
Class
Attendance

Reception
99%

Year 1
96%

Year 2A
98%

Year 2B
100%

Year 3
100%

Year 4
96%

Year 5
95%

Year 6
99%

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for
all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day.
Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners
Firstly, a warm and happy New Year to each and every person within our school and parish community - I hope everyone had
a lovely Christmas holiday. Let’s hope we have a wonderful year in 2020, which has had a difficult start with Bush fires raging
in Australia and tension in the Middle East. However, a New Year is always exciting with so much to look forward to including
a new term, events, visits and visitors. This term, we will also see visits to London, Kingswood and a range of opportunities for
children to take part in sporting events. I was delighted to see all the children ready and raring to go this week, with wonderful
attendance and punctuality from almost everyone in the first week of 2020. Let’s see if we can keep this going this term. On
behalf of all of the staff, may I say a big thank you to you and your children for the many generous, thoughtful cards and gifts
we received at the end of the last term. I would also like to thank parents for the lovely comments regarding the Christmas
performance and Christingle Service. It was hard work, but certainly worth the effort and the children were simply magnificent.
Fr Donnelly was also delighted with the parental donations towards the church’s heating and lighting which I believe was near
the 250 pounds mark - bravo all who gave what they could.
On another note, now that we are in the middle of winter - I would like to remind everyone of the arrangements in the event of
heavy snow or dangerous conditions which may prevent the school opening. If we are ‘lucky enough’ to see heavy snow, all
efforts will be made to keep the school open. In the unlikely event of a closure, an announcement will be made via email, Dojo,
Facebook, our school website, on local radio stations and on the Gateshead Council website. We are again in the process of
checking children’s information we hold is up-to-date. If you have changed your contact details (e.g. mobile number) please let
us know as soon as possible. Could I also remind everyone to please follow paths and gritted areas at all times. We don’t
hand grit the road, just the walked areas. The Tulip family from Lintzford farm have done a wonderful job in keeping our roads
both open and safe in the past and will do their best again this winter. However, please drive carefully and adhere to the 5
mph speed limit. Our policy is if the roads are safe to travel in the surrounding area and we can staff the school, we will open.
Once Lobley Hill Road becomes dangerous, we follow police advice which may lead to a closure.
It was lovely to see clubs starting this week for Football, Lego, Reading and Netball underway as well as Homework club. I am
delighted that we have secured a very experienced dance teacher for KS1 which will start next week on a Wednesday after
school. Netball, unfortunately, clashes with dance on a Thursday and from the week beginning the 20th January Netball will
move to a Friday. Again, I apologise for any inconvenience caused by this diary move. This year's initial Sacramental
Preparation meeting takes place on Wednesday 15th January and all dates will be given to parents at the meeting. Many
thanks to Mrs. Kay for joining Mrs. Iles as our school Catechist to support this year's First Holy Communion children. A huge
well done also to Year 6 for starting KS2 Booster classes on Wednesday evening as we move towards SATs preparation. All
children who attend enjoy snacks and are rewarded. Thanks again to Miss Reid, Miss Knox, Mr Woods, Miss Dodds and other
staff for giving up their time. Next week, we will have a full programme of clubs, with Golf on Monday morning (places still
available) and finishing with Heart Zone on Friday night.
This winter, has been relatively dry, so far, and the children are encouraged to bring wellies and outdoor footwear so our field
can be used to the full. May I also remind parents to ensure that children have the correct PE equipment for PE lessons. Nike
Pro tights and shorts are not allowed. Please can boys have sensible hairstyles rather than fashion styles. All hair must be
smart and blended if cut short.
Finally, parents may have realised that our school website has changed towards the end of 2019. We are having some
difficulties updating the website however this should be sorted in the next few weeks. In the meantime, our Facebook page is
operating as normal.

NEWS
Year 5: The Year 5 children had great fun on as they consolidated their
knowledge on multiplying 4-digits and 1-digit numbers together. The
children played a game with a partner called '4 in a line'. The children
rolled a dice. The number on the dice decided a 1-digit number. They
rolled the dice again which decided a 4-digit number. The children then
multiplied the two numbers together using column multiplication. The
answers to these multiplications were laid out in a grid. The children put
down a coloured cube every time they found an answer on the grid. The
first person to get four cubes in a row was the winner!
Year 6: Year 6 have had a great first week back after an exciting Christmas break and were in full swing ready for their
booster sessions. Miss Reid, Mrs Woods and Mrs Knox have been blown away by the efforts of all the children. Well done
everyone. Let's keep up the strong start.
Year 1: Year 1 have started this new term as deep sea divers, ready to explore our new creative topic 'Under the Sea'. Over
the Christmas holidays, the children were asked to create a sea themed collage and wow did they do a great job! On Tuesday,
the children presented their posters to the class and it’s safe to say Miss Hudson's socks were blown straight off. What a
fantastic effort Year 1!

Dance Club: We made a purrrfect start to our dance rehearsals for
this year’s Dance Festival. This year our theme will be the wellknown musical ‘Cats’.
Great Success: A huge well done to one of our Year 6 boys for
being successful in his audition for a Guy Soulsby film and will be
playing the lead character. He is very excited and looking for to the
great experience of working with professional actors and directors!
Well done Year 3 for achieving 100% attendance this week! The
children thoroughly enjoyed their extra 20 minutes of break time as
a reward. Keep it up, Year 3!

Heartzone: In Heartzone, the children have been enjoying knitting. If anyone has any knitting
wool that they do not need, we would be very grateful for any kind donations and can make some
great use of it! Thank you.

Little Hearts: Happy New Year! The children have settled well back to Little Hearts. We’ve had a busy week building, finding
things with our magnifying glasses and lots of dinosaur play. On Monday we started the week with Mindful Meditation and
finished it this morning with Mr Evans and Fitness Friday.

Year 4: In Year 4 we have rounded off the World War 2 topic today by making pancakes using only rations!

MEMOS AND REMINDERS
Winter Weather Procedures: Our caretaker can only do so much in difficult conditions so please be extremely careful when
walking on paths. Again, we will operate a snowline facility that informs parents quickly in the event of a closure through the
use of Facebook, email and text messaging. If we are ‘lucky enough’ to see heavy snow this winter, all efforts will be made to
keep the school open. In the (very) unlikely event of closure, an announcement will be made, via Facebook, our email/text
service, on our school website, on local radio stations and on the Gateshead Council website. If the school is open, please
make every effort to parcel your child up in appropriate clothing. We always like to play out in the snow and each year children
do miss out because they do not have appropriate footwear or a warm enough coat. On a serious note since we all work in a
very rural place, in a micro climate that only God can explain - can I ask you to think about not parking in the yard at the front
of school as it is a recipe for getting stuck when the snow is present - remember we endeavour to ensure all pedestrian paths
are clear but are not responsible for the road and the council do not plough this road. Staff park on Lobley Hill road and walk
the short distance - during snowy times we always ask children to come in at 8.40am rather than get wet and risk slips and
most importantly so the traffic can keep moving. Please don't walk up the hill - this is a serious risk to oncoming cars and could
result in a major accident - please walk up the path alongside the field if you choose to park in the industrial area.

Mobile Phones: I am well aware that mobile phones are part of the world we live in and serve as a very
useful communication tool. However due to safeguarding issues Ofsted make it clear to schools that
parents/visitors on the school yard or in school should not have a mobile phone out when children are
present. I have noticed a few parents using phones or checking texts. Please can I ask that you keep
mobile phones out of sight until off the school yard or out of the school building (this includes the office
area). Staff will not release any children from the line to parents that are distracted and on their phones or
that do not come over to make contact with the teacher to collect their child.
School PE kit: Can I take this opportunity to remind everyone that children must bring the correct PE kit to school. PE Kit:
Maroon school PE T-shirt (this must display the school logo), Black Shorts, Plimsolls (indoor) and Trainers (outdoor), Logoed
Maroon Hoodie and plain black jogging bottoms (optional for winter), Gym leggings/shorts are not allowed. Uniform can be
purchased from our provider either in store – Logos Unlimited, Unit 1, Sands Industrial Estate, Swalwell, Newcastle Upon
Tyne, NE16 3DJ (0191 488 4300) or online via http://www.logos-unlimited.co.uk.

Heartzone
Can we remind parents that if you do not cancel your child’s Heartzone 24 hours prior to the booking,
you will be charged. Also if any parents need to update or change any bookings in the new term please
contact Heartzone as this could result in a late cancelation charge. Thank you
Reception Admissions 2020
Don’t forget that the closing date for applications for Reception 2020 Intake admissions is 15 th
January 2020. If you have not yet sent your application off please ensure you do so as soon as
possible.

Weekly Gospel
And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a man full of leprosy, who seeing Jesus, and
falling on his face, besought him, saying: Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And stretching forth
his hand, he touched him, saying: I will. Be thou cleansed. And immediately the leprosy departed from him.
And he charged him that he should tell no man, but, go, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy
cleansing according as Moses commanded, for a testimony to them. But the fame of him went abroad the
more, and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by him of their infirmities. And he
retired into the desert, and prayed.

Weekly Assembly Awards:
Manners of the week – Owen Y1, Cate Y3
Mathematician of the Term – Paige Y3
Mrs Knox’s Award – Amy Y3

Writer of the week – Amy Y3
Heartzone Hero Award – Matthew Y3

Pupils of the week– Joe, Lilith, Rory, Harry, Isla, Naomi, Lucy, Imogen, Magdalena, Daniel, Eliza, Yvie, Holly, Thomas,

Luke, Thomas
Head Teachers Award – Jake and Ethan Y6
Little Hearts Award – Connor
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES
Wed 15 Jan: First Holy Comm Meeting 3:15pm

Tues 21 Jan: French Day

Wed 15 Jan: Multi Sports Festival

w.c Monday 13th January will be Spring Menu - WEEK 2
On behalf of Fr Donnelly, staff and governors have a great weekend. God Bless.
Mr Naughton

