Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust

Risk Assessment for Full School Opening in September
The Government has determined that, in terms of risk to the current and future
well-being of students, children are better off at school from September, below is an extract from the
guidance:



Now, the circumstances have changed. The prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased,
our NHS Test and Trace system is up and running, and we are clear about the measures that
need to be in place to create safer environments within schools.



Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time out of school is
detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged
children. This impact can affect both current levels of learning and children’s future ability to
learn, and therefore we need to ensure all pupils can return to school sooner rather than later.



The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low
and there are negative health impacts of being out of school. We know that school is a vital
point of contact for public health and safeguarding services that are critical to the wellbeing of
children and families.



Lower academic achievement also translates into long-term economic costs due to having a less
well-qualified workforce. This affects the standard of living that today’s pupils will have over the
course of their entire life. For many households, school closures have also affected their ability to
work. As the economy begins to recover, we need to remove this barrier so parents and carers
can return to work.

In this guidance it also talks about risk and especially the risk to staff:


In relation to working in schools, whilst it is not possible to ensure a totally risk-free environment,
the Office of National Statistics’ analysis on coronavirus (COVID-19) related deaths linked to
occupations suggests that staff in educational settings tend not to be at any greater risk from
the disease than many other occupations. There is no evidence that children transmit the disease
any more than adults.



Although it is not clear in the document referenced whether this refers to a time when schools
were on lockdown or not.



The guidance also references risk specifically to children:
Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children
returning to school. For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in school far
outweigh the very low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19), and this guidance explains the steps

schools need to take to reduce risks still further. As a result, we can plan for all children to return
and start to reverse the enormous costs of missed education. This will be an important move
back towards normal life for many children and families.
We are, therefore, asking schools to prepare to welcome all children back this autumn. While
coronavirus (COVID-19) remains in the community, this means making judgments at a school
level about how to balance and minimise any risks from coronavirus (COVID-19) with providing a
full educational experience for children and young people. Schools should use their existing
resources to make arrangements to welcome all children back. There are no plans at present to
reimburse additional costs incurred as part of that process.

The words 'balance and minimise' are not in bold in the guidance but are highlighted here as a key
component of the trusts approach to opening schools in September.

Schools, cognisant of the age of the children and local circumstances will need to balance the way they
organise the school day with the impact this has on the pupils educational experience at school. For
example in a secondary school the school may be geographically zoned to keep year groups isolated
from each other. For younger pupils it might be that the school chooses to put pupils into fixed groups
that might be streamed on prior attainment. For some specialist activities this will not be possible. Is it
more important, in managing risk, to remove these activities from the curriculum or to keep them? The
spirit of this guidance, with the use of the words 'balance and minimise' would suggest that the activities
are not removed. Likewise, pastoral groups may be different from the teaching group, however the
importance of an effective pastoral system outweighs the small increase in risk by using the extra group.

In essence schools will separate groups of pupils from each other, they will minimise the mixing of subgroups within these groups, but they will not narrow the curriculum significantly or reduce the quality of
pastoral care in order to prevent mixing.

Later in the guidance it states:



The measures set out in this guidance provide a framework for school leaders to put in place
proportionate protective measures for children and staff, which also ensure that all pupils
receive a high quality education that enables them to thrive and progress. In welcoming all
children back this autumn, schools will be asked to minimise the number of contacts that a pupil
has during the school day as part of implementing the system of controls outlined below to
reduce the risk of transmission.

The key aspects of the guidance are summarised in two sets of four bullet points:

Schools must comply with health and safety law, which requires them to assess risks and put in place
proportionate control measures. Schools should thoroughly review their health and safety risk
assessments and draw up plans for the autumn term that address the risks identified using the system of
controls set out below. These are an adapted form of the system of protective measures that will be
familiar from the summer term. Essential measures include:






a requirement that people who are ill stay at home
robust hand and respiratory hygiene
enhanced cleaning arrangements
active engagement with NHS Test and Trace
formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those
in school wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is
reasonably practicable

How contacts are reduced will depend on the school’s circumstances and will (as much as possible)
include:





grouping children together
avoiding contact between groups
arranging classrooms with forward facing desks
staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible

All schools in the Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust will provide a risk assessment that covers
the bullet points above and also that covers the following prevention and control measures in the
guidance which are included below:

Prevention:
1) minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school
2) clean hands thoroughly more often than usual
3) ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach
4) introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard
products such as detergents and bleach
5) minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible
6) where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)
Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all schools, all the time.
Number 5 must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their particular
circumstances.
Number 6 applies in specific circumstances.

Response to any infection:
7) engage with the NHS Test and Trace process
8) manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community
9) contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice
Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where they are relevant.

Schools will also need procedures that clearly show the response to CV-19 infection in the school or in
the immediate community.

Contingency plans for outbreaks
For individuals or groups of self-isolating pupils, remote education plans should be in place. These
should meet the same expectations as those for any pupils who cannot yet attend school at all due to
coronavirus (COVID-19).
In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team or local authority may advise a school
or number of schools to close temporarily to help control transmission. Schools will also need a
contingency plan for this eventuality. This may involve a return to remaining open only for vulnerable
children and the children of critical workers, and providing remote education for all other pupils.

General Points
1. The systems being put in place to minimise the risk to staff and pupils from CV-19 do not replace
the need for individuals, especially members of staff, to take personal responsibility for their
own safety and the safety of others. We are all in this together!
2. Young people and children will often have very mild infections and therefore may not display
symptoms. It is therefore imperative that all staff remain aware of the risk CV-19 poses to them
and avoid being lulled into a false sense of security the new routines as they become familiar.
3. Local Authorities are now receiving the national testing data on a weekly basis and we are in
discussion with them as to how information on recent positive testing rates for CV-19 will be
circulated to schools. This will not be developed until September, however once it is in place it
will allow us an insight into the level of risk in our schools and allow us to respond accordingly.

