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Intent 

Our Early Years curriculum is designed to provide all children with the opportunities and experiences 

that they need to develop positive relationships and attitudes to be able to succeed as learners in 

our school. It is designed to form the foundation and the initial building blocks for the curriculum 

that the children will experience throughout the rest of the school in Key Stage 1 and 2. We 

particularly focus on ensuring that all children develop a sound base of early reading skills, phonics 

and language from their starting point. As a result, the planned learning opportunities are weighted 

around the Prime areas of learning, with a particular focus on Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development and upon developing pupils’ ability to communicate effectively and interact positively. 

Once these foundations to learning are embedded, then other areas will be focused upon. We aim 

to foster excellent attitudes to learning by providing effective and timely adult interactions to ensure 

that learning is instantly captured and enhanced. This is through our observations and instant or 

planned next step activities as discussed in daily staff discussions. 

Implementation 

All staff have high expectations and the enhancement of skills for learning is achieved through a 

stimulating environment that allows children to develop, repeat and consolidate their own learning. 

Children are encouraged to take an active part in their learning journeys and become independent 

learners. We foster a love of learning by ensuring that we capture and learn through the children’s 

interests as much as possible. Every opportunity is a learning opportunity! Our high-quality teaching 

and learning are based on a team input approach, centred around children’s individual needs and 

interests, as well as providing the initial building blocks for the wider whole school curriculum which 

follows. Staff are skilled in the teaching of phonics. We deliver this through an ambitious effective 

provision: 

• A streaming process – Prior to October half term, children are assessed through the Read, Write, 

Inc scheme assessment process and grouped according to the outcomes. From October half term 

onwards, the children in Reception are streamed according to their needs. 

• Groups are taught based upon their starting points. 

• The groups are fluidic and are constantly changing, reflecting the needs and progress of the 

children. 

• Identified children have additional intervention to accelerate their progress or to close the gap in 

age related expectations. 

All of the above points are based upon rigorous consultations with staff and the assessment 

outcomes. Our curriculum provision generates a love for reading whilst effectively teaching new 

ideas, concepts, and vocabulary. The children are exposed to a range of quality texts, which also link 

to all areas of our curriculum. Our children also have access to our school library, home readers, 

guided reading, story time, nursery rhyme time and individual reading time with a member of staff 

when they have reached this stage of Read, Write, Inc. 
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Our mathematics curriculum is taught daily through exposure and exploration of number, shape, 

and measures. It encapsulates real life scenarios for example, cookery (weights and measures), 

shopping (money role play) and general day to day teacher daily activities and routines. Staff are 

skilled at asking questions that encourage children to think more deeply about their learning, to 

extend their use of language across the curriculum and to make connections to embed new learning. 

Prime areas are a key part of our curriculum. They are covered though all areas of our curriculum 

provision, but specific examples are: 

• We have a welcoming and inclusive environment 

• We have key interventions that cover particular areas of need, specific to individual children 

• Educational trips to enhance the children’s language skills 

We have continuous, daily assessment which influences provision lesson to lesson, day to day, week 

by week. This can be seen in our planning, daily practice and the learning environment. We strive to 

involve parents to engage in supporting their child’s learning. We do this through parent workshops 

(e.g. phonics), information leaflet, termly overviews and regular class blog updates.  

Impact 

Children enjoy their learning and participate eagerly and enthusiastically. They begin to manage 

their own feelings and behaviour and understand how these have an impact on others. The children 

flourish and develop into confident, motivated and independent learners. The children read 

accurately and begin to develop fluency in their reading. The children are exposed to a language rich 

environment and this develops their wider vocabulary. By the end of the Foundation Stage, the 

majority of children make good or better progress and often achieve their ELG. 


