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Rationale 

At Sacred Heart Primary School we believe that the learning of a foreign language provides a 
valuable educational, social and cultural experience for all our pupils. Learning another language 
gives our pupils a new perspective of the world, encouraging them to understand their own cultures 
and those of others. Children learn to communicate in speech and writing and respond to speaker’s 
thoughts and ideas. We aim to provide the foundation for further learning of languages. 

Aims 

- To foster an interest in the French language and culture. 
- To help children develop their awareness of cultural similarities and differences. 
- To speak French with increasing confidence and fluency. 
- To read and write in French, continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 

intonation. 
- To lie the foundations for future French study by pupils. 

Teaching and learning 

At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, we endeavour to integrate language learning into everyday 
school life, with all staff and pupils using their knowledge of French when the opportunity arises, 
taking risks and showing creativity.  

French will be taught by Miss Cunningham, the French specialist teacher,  on a weekly basis. Lessons 
will be 35-45 minutes long. The content of these lessons must be consolidated by the class teacher 
during the week for 10 minutes. 

Where appropriate, teachers give children opportunities to practise French in the context of other 
subjects. For example, some instructions may be given in French; or children may count in French 
during a Maths activity. Greetings can also be in French as well as the daily register, with children 
encouraged to respond in French. This integrated approach gives children the opportunity and 
confidence to use and develop their French for communicating in real-life contexts.  

Pupils should be taught to: 

- listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

- explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, 
sound and meaning of words 

- engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those 
of others; seek clarification and help 

- speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

- develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

- present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 
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- read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

- appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

- broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 

- write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 
clearly 

- describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

- understand basic French grammar, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and 
neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or 
are similar to English 

                                                                          (National Curriculum Programmes of Study, 2013) 

Planning and resources 

The French specialist will plan all lessons with a termly overview for each class teacher. Plans will 
show continuity and progression in both skills and content across all classes. Plans and interactive 
resources will be available on the network for all staff to access. ICT will be used to enhance 
learning, as well as visual resources and artefacts.  

When appropriate, the following should also be indicated on plans: 

-TA support 

- Gifted and Talented Children 

-Special Educational Needs 

Progress and Assessment 

Progression through the programmes of study is based on the ongoing assessment of the teacher. At 
the end of each term the French specialist will complete class assessment grids to show children’s 
progress towards meeting the programmes of study. 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

Monitoring and Evaluation is carried out by the Modern Foreign Languages coordinator, the 
Headteacher and Link Governor through the collection of work samples, conversations with teachers 
in school, observation of displays, pupil interviews and analysis of class and year group assessment 
grids. 
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Cross Curricular  

Where possible the teaching of MFL is linked to other areas of the curriculum – PE, Maths and the 
International Curriculum.  

Continued Professional Development 

Part of the role of the MFL coordinator is to maintain her own CPD through courses, training, 
curriculum meetings and e-learning. Relevant CPD will be disseminated through INSET days, staff 
meetings and curriculum meetings in order to maintain good practice across the school. 

Conclusion 

We very much hope that our pupils will benefit from their early start in learning a Modern Foreign 
Language and that this will provide a sound basis for future learning.  

 

  


