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  Autumn  Spring  Summer  Additional 
 Depending on length of terms   

EYFS Exploring Sound 
Children explore how they can use their voice 
and bodies to make sounds, experiment with 
tempo and dynamic when playing 
instruments, identify sounds in the 
environment and differentiate between them. 

Music and Movement 
Children come up with simple actions 
to well-known songs, learn how to 
move to a beat and express feelings 
and emotions through movement to 
music. 

Musical Stories 
A unit based on traditional children’s' tales 
and songs. Moving to music with instruction, 
changing movements to match the tempo, 
pitch or dynamic of the piece; understanding 
that music and instruments can be used to 
convey moods or represent characters; 
playing an instrument as part of a group story. 

Big Band 
Learning about what makes a musical 
instrument, the four different groups of 
musical instruments, following a beat 
using an untuned instrument and 
performing a practised song to a small 
audience. 

Y1 Pulse and Rhythm 
This introductory music unit includes activities 
to help children get to know each other. Pupils 
learn to identify the difference between the 
pulse and rhythm of a song and consolidate 
their understanding of these concepts through 
listening and performing activities. 

Musical Vocabulary – Theme: Under 
the Sea 
Children will learn to make 
movements that are appropriate to 
the pulse and tempo of a piece of 
music; choose instruments with 
appropriate timbre to represent 
sparkling fishes; respond to dynamic 
changes in a piece of music; create 
pitches and rhythm; perform a layer 
of the music within an overall piece; 
define all the musical terms from this 
unit. 

Timbre and Rhythmic Patterns – Theme: 
Fairytales 
Through fairy tales, children are introduced to 
the concept of timbre; learning that different 
sounds can represent characters and key 
moments in a story. They explore clapping 
along to the syllables of words and phrases 
before creating rhythmic patterns to tell a 
familiar fairy tale. 

Pitch and Tempo – Theme: Superheroes 
Through the theme of superheroes, the 
children will be able to understand the 
concept of pitch, looking at two 
different pitch patterns. They will also 
be introduced to the concept of tempo, 
which will allow them to compare two 
different pieces of music and explain the 
difference in their pitch and tempo. 
They will end the unit by creating a 
performing a short superhero theme 
tune.  

Y2 Catch-Up Unit 1:  
• Vocal and body sounds: (By the sea) 
• Musical vocabulary (Under the sea) 

L1 
• Musical vocabulary (Under the sea) 

L2 
• Musical vocabulary (Under the sea) 

L3 
• Musical vocabulary (Under the sea) 

L4 

West African call and response song 
– Theme: Animals 
 
Using instruments to represent 
animals, copying rhythms, learning a 
traditional Ghanaian call and 
response song and recognizing 
simple notation, progressing to 
creating call and response rhythms. 

Orchestral Instruments – Theme: Western 
Stories 
Children are introduced to the instruments of 
the orchestra and practice identifying these 
within a piece of music. They learn how 
different characters can be represented by 
timbre, how emotions can be represented by 
pitch and how changes in tempo can convey 
action. 

Musical Me 
In this topic children learn to sing the 
song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’ and to 
play it using tuned percussion, adding 
sound effects, experimenting with 
timbre and dynamics and using letter 
notation to write a melody. 

Y3 Catch-Up Unit 1:  Catch-Up Unit 2:  Ballads Developing Singing Technique: The 
Vikings 
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• African Call and Response (Animals) 

L2 
• African Call and Response (Animals) 

L3 
• African Call and Response (Animals) 

L4 
• On this island: British songs and 

sounds L2   
• On this island: British songs and 

sounds L4   

• Dynamics, timbre, tempo 
and motifs: Theme: Space 
L2 

• Dynamics, timbre, tempo 
and motifs: Theme: Space 
L3 

• Dynamics, timbre, tempo 
and motifs: Theme: Space 
L4 

• Myths and Legends L2   
• Myths and Legends L3 

Children learn what ballads are, how to 
identify their features and how to convey 
different emotions when performing them. 
Using an animation as inspiration, children 
carefully select vocabulary to describe the 
story, before turning them into lyrics by 
incorporating rhyming words and following 
the structure of a traditional ballad. 

The children develop their singing 
technique; learning to keep in time, and 
work on musical notation and rhythm, 
culminating in a group performance of a 
song with actions. 

Y4 Catch-Up Unit 1:  
• Ballads L1 
• Ballads L2 
• Creating compositions in response to 

an animation: Theme: Mountains L2 
• Creating compositions in response to 

an animation: Theme: Mountains L4  
•  Traditional instruments and 

improvisation: Theme: India L1 
 
 

Catch-Up Unit 2:  
• Developing singing 

technique: Theme: The 
Vikings L1 

• Developing singing 
technique: Theme: The 
Vikings L3 

• Developing singing 
technique: Theme: The 
Vikings L4 

• Pentatonic melodies and 
composition: Theme: 
Chinese New Year L3 

Whole Class Ukulele Tuition 
 
Children will take part in ukulele tuition in the 
summer term. This is a great opportunity to 
introduce them to a new instrument and 
learn musical theory within practical 
performances and group work.  

Changes in pitch, tempo and dynamics 
– Theme: Rivers 
Learning to listen to changes in pitch, 
tempo and dynamics and relate it to 
something tangible and familiar. Linking 
to their geography learning, the pupils 
represent different stages of the river 
through vocal and percussive ostinatos, 
culminating in a final group 
performance. 

Y5A Whole Class Ukulele Tuition 
 
Children will take part in ukulele tuition in the 
summer term. This is a great opportunity to 
introduce them to a new instrument and 
learn musical theory within practical 
performances and group work. 

Catch-Up Unit 1:  
• Traditional instruments and 

improvisation: Theme: India 
L1 

• Traditional instruments and 
improvisation: Theme: India 
L2 

Catch-Up Unit 2:  
• Changes in pitch, tempo and 

dynamics: Theme: Rivers L3 

• Changes in pitch, tempo and 
dynamics: Theme: Rivers L4 

• Adapting and transposing motifs: 
Theme: Romans L1 

• Adapting and transposing motifs: 
Theme: Romans L2 

Composition Notation – Theme: 
Ancient Egypt  
Based on the theme of Ancient Egypt, 
children learn to identify the pitch and 
rhythm of written notes and then 
experiment with notating their 
compositions in different ways to help 
develop their understanding of staff 
notation. 
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EYFS and Y1 – Topics taken from ‘Condensed Long Term Plan’ to fit closely with timetable of school 
Year 2-6 – Using transition topics to revisit any previously uncovered skills 
Whole school will partake in World Music Day 2023 (21.6.23), with a focus on instrument performances, musical history and introducing other cultures.  

• Traditional instruments and 
improvisation: Theme: India 
L3 

• Rock and Roll L1 and L2 
•  Rock and Roll L3 

 

 Adapting and transposing motifs: Theme: 
Romans L3 

Y5B Catch-Up Unit 1:  
• Traditional instruments and 

improvisation: Theme: India L1 
• Traditional instruments and 

improvisation: Theme: India L2 
• Traditional instruments and 

improvisation: Theme: India L3 

• Rock and Roll L1 and L2 
•  Rock and Roll L3 

Whole Class Ukulele Tuition 
 
Children will take part in ukulele 
tuition in the summer term. This is a 
great opportunity to introduce them 
to a new instrument and learn 
musical theory within practical 
performances and group work.  

Catch-Up Unit 2:  
• Changes in pitch, tempo and 

dynamics: Theme: Rivers L3 

• Changes in pitch, tempo and 
dynamics: Theme: Rivers L4 

• Adapting and transposing motifs: 
Theme: Romans L1 

• Adapting and transposing motifs: 
Theme: Romans L2 

 Adapting and transposing motifs: Theme: 
Romans L3 

Composition Notation – Theme: 
Ancient Egypt  
Based on the theme of Ancient Egypt, 
children learn to identify the pitch and 
rhythm of written notes and then 
experiment with notating their 
compositions in different ways to help 
develop their understanding of staff 
notation. 

Y6 Catch-Up Unit 1:  
 
Composition to represent the festival of 
colour: Theme: Holi festival L1-L5 

Advanced Rhythms 
Exploring rhythmic patterns in order 
to build a sense of pulse and using 
this understanding to create a 
composition. They will use the work 
of composers such as Kodaly and 
Reich to practise new approaches to 
rhythm composition. 

Dynamics, Pitch and Texture – Theme: 
Fingal’s Cave 
This unit, the children will appraise the work 
of Mendelssohn to further develop their skills 
of improvisation and composition. They will 
do so while identifying and applying the use 
of various dynamics, pitch and texture within 
their work.  

Composing and Performing a Leaver’s 
Song 
This final unit, the children will apply it 
to their leaver’s assembly at the end of 
the academic year. It is a fantastic 
opportunity to share their creativity in a 
celebration of their journey in primary 
school. 


