
  

SEN Information Report 22-23 

The SEN Information Report we produce is in line with Section 69 of the Children and Families Act 2014, 
Regulation 51 and Schedule 1 of the SEND Regulations 2014 and paragraphs 6.79-6.81 of the SEND Code 
of Practice.  

What types of SEN 
do we provide for? 

● Communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, Asperger’s 
Syndrome, speech and language difficulties  

● Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia, 
● Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),   
● Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing 

impairments, processing difficulties, epilepsy   
● Moderate/severe/profound and multiple learning difficulties 

How do we identify 
and assess pupils 
with SEN? 

We will assess each pupil’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which will 
build on previous settings and Key Stages, where appropriate. Class teachers will make 
regular assessments of progress for all pupils and identify those whose progress: 

● Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline 
● Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 
● Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 
● Widens the attainment gap  

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social needs.  
 
Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a pupil is recorded as 
having SEN.   
 
When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with the 
desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment, and the views and 
the wishes of the pupil and their parents. Working on a scaling system, we will use this 
to determine the support that is needed and whether we can provide it by adapting our 
core offer, or whether something different or additional is needed.  

Who is our special 
educational needs 
co-ordinator 
(SENCO) and how 
can he/she be 
contacted? 

The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) is Mrs Liz Knox who can be 
contacted through the School Office (01207 270396) 

What is our 
approach to 
teaching pupils 
with SEN? 

Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all the 
pupils in their class.  

High quality teaching is our first step in responding to pupils who have SEN. This will 
be differentiated for individual pupils.  

We will also provide the following interventions:  

● Where appropriate Individually tailored programs to support learning in 
class/out of class with LST 

● Precision Teaching (for key skills) 
● Toe by Toe (Reading) 
● Power of 1 and 2 (numeracy) 
● Nessy, SLRS (IT program) 
● Lego/Playdough Therapy(social and language skills) 
● Smart Thinking (social skills) 

How do we adapt 
the curriculum and 
learning 
environment? 

We work closely with outside agencies to gain extra support and insight in barriers of 
learning if necessary. These include Speech and Language Service, Educational 
Psychologist Service, School Nursing Team, Emotional Wellbeing Team, Children’s 
and Young Persons Service(CYPS), LINT(for hearing/sight impairment and HINT (for a 
specific learning need) 
 
We make the following adaptations to ensure all pupils’ needs are met: 

● Differentiating/scaffolding/on-going development of our curriculum to ensure all 
pupils are able to access it, for example, by grouping, 1:1 work, teaching style, 
content of the lesson, and equipment etc.  

● Adapting our resources and staffing  
● Using recommended aids, such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual 

timetables, larger font, etc.  
Differentiating our teaching, for example, giving longer processing times, pre-teaching 
of key vocabulary, reading instructions aloud, etc 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/section/69
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/pdfs/uksi_20141530_en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf


How do we enable 
pupils with SEN to 
engage in activities 
with other pupils 
who do not have 
SEN? 

All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our pupils, 
including our before-and after-school clubs.  
All pupils are encouraged to go on our residential trips.  
All pupils are encouraged to take part in sports day/school plays/special workshops, 
etc.  
No pupil is ever excluded from taking part in these activities because of their SEN or 
disability.  

How do we consult 
parents of pupils 
with SEN and 
involve them in 
their child’s 
education? 

We will have an early discussion with the pupil and their parents when identifying 
whether their child needs support involving something different or additional to what 
they are currently receiving. These conversations will make sure that: 

● Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength and 
difficulty 

● We take into account the parents’ concerns 

● Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child 

● Everyone is clear on what the next steps are 

Notes of these early discussions will be added to the pupil’s record and given to their 
parents.  

We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a pupil will receive SEN support.  

How do we consult 
pupils with SEN 
and involve them 
in their education? 

Children are involved in their support plan review at the end of each term. They are 
given the opportunity to reflect on their learning, what helped, what didn’t and how we 
can improve learning for them. They have the chance to write their own targets and 
suggest ways they would like to achieve them. Apart from this timetabled reflection, 
children are encouraged to discuss their learning, strengths and weaknesses 
throughout their school year. Resulting in a flexible individualized learning plan. 

How do we assess 
and review pupils’ 
progress towards 
their outcomes? 

We have termly reviews of children’s support plans with the child, CT, SENCo and 
parents. These reviews look at progress based on CT and LST assessments (such as 
reading and spelling age) and observations. New targets are set through discussion of 
all parties concerned. 

How do we support 
pupils moving 
between different 
phases of 
education? 

We will share information with the school, or other setting the pupil is moving to. We will 
agree with parents and pupils which information will be shared as part of this.  

How do we support 
pupils with SEN to 
improve their 
emotional and 
social 
development? 

We provide support for pupils to improve their emotional and social development in the 
following ways: 

● Pupils with SEN are encouraged to be part of the school council 

● Pupils with SEN are also encouraged to participate in after school clubs to 
promote teamwork/building friendships etc. 

● In each classroom children have access to a ‘worry box’ to post notes for the 
teacher to read and discuss at a more suitable opportunity. 

● The growth mindset program is used daily. 

● Staff meetings are an opportunity for staff to discuss any issues that the staff 
as a whole could help with.  

● Pupils take part in the whole class emotional check in charts to develop 
emotional self-awareness. 

We have a zero tolerance approach to bullying.   

What expertise and 
training do our 
staff have to 
support pupils with 
SEN?  

Our SENCO has 4 years in this role and has worked as the LST for 12 years, They are 
allocated 4 afternoons a week to manage/deliver SEN provision. We use specialist staff 
for hearing impaired support. SENCO trains CA to carry out specific interventions, 
capitalising on CA’s strengths, interests and training. SENCO carries out audits to 
highlight training needs, holds drop in training sessions for CA, carries out staff training 
in staff meetings and provides CPD material on the school system. 

How will we secure 
specialist 
expertise? 

School staff are trained in specific areas where there is a current need. The Head 
teacher collects information on areas for development through appraisals and staff 
meetings and asks the appropriate professionals to deliver it as whole staff or individual 
training.  Managers of Literacy and Numeracy areas find appropriate specialist support 
training and enrol staff on courses. Training is also provided for staff when students 
are admitted to school with a SEND that no-one in school has experience of.  



How will we secure 
equipment and 
facilities to support 
pupils with SEN? 

If equipment is required to remove a barrier to learning then school will use their 
contacts with outside specialist agencies such as LINT to provide radio aids for the 
hearing impaired children. Other necessary equipment will be made available through 
the school, such as wobble cushions, timers, pencil grips, reading pens and coloured 
paper. 

How do we involve 
other 
organisations in 
meeting the needs 
of pupils with SEN 
and supporting 
their families?  

Depending on a child’s needs we may draw on support from    
● Speech and Language Therapy  
● Occupational Therapy  
● Educational Psychology  
● Educational Welfare Officer  
● Hearing-impaired service  
● Visual impaired service  
● School Nursing Service  
● Behaviour Support Service  
● Social Services  
● Police Community Support  
● Autism Advisory Service  
● Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service  
● Young Carers  
● Youth On Track  

The SENCo will approach the family/or families will ask for support. A discussion with 
the SENCo allows information to be gathered and then a referral to the most appropriate 
agency. 

How do we 
evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
our SEN 
provision? 

We evaluate the effectiveness of provision for pupils with SEN by: 
● Reviewing pupils’ individual progress towards their goals each term 
● Reviewing the impact of interventions after 12 weeks. However it is done 

sooner if the rate of progress is deemed too slow 
● Using pupil questionnaires 
● Monitoring by the SENCO  
● Using provision maps to measure progress  
● Holding annual reviews for pupils with statements of SEN or EHC plans  

How do we handle 
complaints from 
parents of children 
with SEN about 
provision made at 
the school? 

Complaints about SEN provision in our school should be made to the SENCo in the first 
instance. They will then be referred to the school’s complaints policy.  
The parents of pupils with disabilities have the right to make disability discrimination 
claims to the first-tier SEND tribunal if they believe that our school has discriminated 
against their children. They can make a claim about alleged discrimination regarding: 

● Exclusions 

● Provision of education and associated services 

● Making reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and 
services  

Who can young 
people and parents 
contact if they 
have concerns? 

Firstly their child’s Class teacher, then Mrs Knox (SENCo) or Mr Naughton Woods(Head 
Teacher) 

 

What support 
services are 
available to 
parents? 

https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/DocumentLibrary/Education/transend/5-16-
Brochure.pdf 
 
These can include the School nurse service, referral to single point of access for CYPS 
and CAMHS, and Early Help Team 
 

Where can the 
LA’s local offer be 
found? How have 
we contributed to 
it? 

Our contribution to the local offer is:  
https://www.sacredheartgateshead.org/our-school/key-information/send-provision/ 
 
Our local authority’s local offer is published here: 
http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/Education%20and%20Learning/Special-educational-
needs/home.aspx 
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