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Intent 

At Sacred Heart, we want writing to equip our pupils with the necessary tools to communicate 
effectively and to provide them with the skills to become lifelong creative writers. We recognise 
writing as a multifaceted process involving spelling, grammar, handwriting, cohesion, planning, 
editing and motivation. By securing these key skills and the ability to apply them independently, 
pupils will be able to embed their knowledge and display their skills through a variety of 
opportunities across the curriculum. The school believes that English skills are vital to the 
development of children, so they are prepared for their future life. We intend to provide children 
with teaching and learning opportunities which will inspire, engage and challenge all pupils. We aim 
to provide children with high quality teaching so that their writing stamina, vocabulary usage and 
understanding of grammar, punctuation and effective writing tools progresses as children move up 
the school. 

The aims of teaching writing in our school are to develop pupils who: 

• show high levels of achievement and exhibit very positive attitudes towards writing; 

• use and understand language as speakers, readers and writers. 

• are competent, confident and independent in the use of language in their writing. 

• have an awareness of different audiences and purposes for writing. 

• apply their grammatical knowledge in their writing 

• apply their phonetical and spelling knowledge in their writing  

• apply English knowledge, skills and language in all areas of the curriculum. 

Implementation 

We endeavour to be teachers who read, in order to instil a love of reading in our pupils. We provide 
a range of high-quality reading resources throughout the school and aim to inspire and engage all 
pupils through our ‘Hook of a Book’ approach. This enables us to use high quality resources to 
support and extend the children’s understanding of writing in a positive light. We use the tools and 
techniques employed within these texts, supplemented with new teaching input, to enable pupils to 
write across a range of genres, inspired by high quality texts. 

Modelled writing: Modelling the structure and tone of a piece of writing enables children to write 
from experience and a position of knowledge. The teacher writes a passage of text in front of the 
class, thinking aloud to demonstrate the writing and editing process. This can be used to teach a 
range of skills: grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, drawing the reader in, authorial voice, 
how to improve, make choices as a writer. 

Shared writing: This is a collaborative approach where the children contribute ideas for the teacher 
to use to create a piece of writing. A short text is created together and there is an opportunity for 
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discussion as the class work together to choose and agree the most suitable and effective ideas for 
the text, which is edited and improved as it is written. 

Guided writing: The teacher works together with a group, focusing on a specific learning and 
teaching point. Children may have the same starting point that they go on to develop individually 
with guidance from the adult taking inspiration from guided discussions. 

Independent writing: Using the text structures they have been taught and context previously 
planned as part of the sequence of sessions, children create their own written texts, demonstrating 
their developed learning and skills. Children apply their grammatical knowledge and extended 
writing is used to assess achievement and progress and plan children’s individual next steps for 
development of their written work. 

We recognise the importance of fostering a culture where pupils take pride in their writing; write 
clearly and accurately; and modify their structure and language choices to suit a variety of 
audiences, purposes and contexts. To support pupils developing their independent writing at the 
age-related standard, we provide a wide range of writing stimuli, including the use of film and 
imagery; modelled, shared and guided writing; debate and group discussion 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) objectives to be taught in each year group are outlined 
within our curriculum. Teaching of these objectives in the relevant year groups helps to prepare the 
children to progress throughout the school and build towards an understanding of all content 
needed by the end of KS2. 

Assessment is ongoing and can take many forms. Peer assessment involves children sharing their 
work and receiving feedback from their peers on how to improve it further; it may involve children 
evaluating their own writing against an agreed list of success criteria for a specific task; or agreed 
assessment criterion. Feedback can also be verbal and instant improvement is often seen as a result. 
Teacher judgement is used to formally assess the children against the national curriculum. 

Impact 

We aim to be a school which loves to write; where our learners make clear and measurable progress 
across all year groups. We aim to ensure that children are able to write a range of genres and text 
types throughout their school career.  


